
Ponds in Your Landscape:
Not Just Another Pretty Place

Wooten Pond near Sperryville
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Ponds: Many Uses and Benefits

Å Ponds are an ideal spot for many forms 
of outdoor fun
ï Swimming
ï Fishing
ï Hunting and Trapping
ï Camping and Picnicking
ï Bird-watching and Wildlife Observation

Å tƻƴŘǎ Ŏŀƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜΩǎ 
water resources, most notably by 
providing water for cattle and other 
livestock, as well as providing a water 
source and surplus for irrigation 

Å Ponds can also provide a water supply 
for rescue vehicles involved in fire 
extinguishing (via dry hydrants)

Å Provide a stormwater management 
area



Swimming

ÅChildren and dogs agree, ponds are the place 
to be in the summertime heat! 



Fishing Your Pond

ÅFarm ponds can offer some of the best fishing 
around when properly stocked and maintained

ÅVirginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries 
recommend stocking the following species of fish:

ïLargemouth Bass

ïBluegill

ïRed-ear Sunfish

ïChannel Catfish

ïTrout Largemouth Bass

Channel Catfish



Stocking

ÅCommercial hatcheries produce fish for sale to pond owners.  
Virginia Game and Inland Fisheries recommend consulting 
several suppliers to compare prices and delivery schedules.  

ÅGradually add pond water to shipping container over the 
course of at least 30 minutes to ensure that fish become 
ŀŘƧǳǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƻƴŘΩǎ ǿŀǘŜǊ ŎƘŜƳƛǎǘǊȅΦ CŀƛƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǎƻ ǿƛƭƭ 
result in fish death!



Fish to Avoid
ÅCrappie, bullheads, yellow perch, pumpkinseed, and green 

sunfish should not be stocked because they tend to become 
overpopulated and stunted

ÅCarp and suckers are not recommended because they stir up 
pond bottoms causing water to become muddy

ÅFlathead and blue catfish are not recommended because they 
can consume the sunfish resulting in unbalanced fish 
populations

Crappie
Pumpkin Seed

Yellow Perch
Carp



Hunting and Trapping

ÅDuck, deer and muskrat may be 
commonplace in or near a pond and provide 
sporting game to hunt and trap



Wildlife Attraction

ÅFarm ponds can provide the perfect habitat for 
amphibians, birds and other wildlife. All they require is 
nesting or denning cover, food supply, escape cover 
and winter cover. Properly maintained and buffered 
ponds provide all of these requirements and will 
attract wildlife to your pond

Frogs

Turtles

Dragonflies
Herons




